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How often do you feel like
the things That should be
simple in English are never
really that simple. For
example, Going to a coffee
shop to order a Coffee or
going to a restaurant. | know
when | first moved abroad, It
was those everyday
Interactions That should be
easy that Caused the most
anxiety. When | Would sit at
a cafe to order lunch, My face
would flush or turn Red and
my hands got sweaty. Does
that ever happen to you? If
you don't already know, I'm
Annemarie with Speak



Confident English,
Everything | do here is
designed to Help you get the
confidence you want for Your
life and work In English, Like
going to a restaurant so that
You no longer have to stress
or feel Anxious about those
simple Everyday things.
Instead, You can just enjoy
them. And that Is exactly the
goal for Today's Confident
English lesson on 41 common
phrases and collocations to
Use at a restaurant in English.
Now, If you're new to my
Speak Confident English
channel, first of all, welcome.



| love that you're here. And
secondly, That word
collocations may be new to
you. So let's talk about it for a
moment. A collocation is a
group of words That English
speakers use together
Naturally. Let me give you an
example. What do you say
when you meet someone For
the very first time in English?
You say, nice to meet you.
You don't say joy to meet
you. Why not? Joy to meet
you has the same Meaning as
nice to meet you, But It just
doesn't sound Right. It's not
what we say. Those words



don't go together. And that's
exactly what a collocation Is.
By the end of this lesson
today, You'll have a variety of
common Phrases and
collocations that English
speakers naturally use at
restaurants So that you can do
the same with Confidence. All
right. 1 hope that you have
some paper and a pencil or
pen ready for today Because
we have a lot of phrases and
Collocations to learn in this
lesson. You'll learn what you
need to Successfully make a
reservation, Greet others at a
restaurant, Inquire about the




menu order, What you want,
express Frustration, or make a
complaint. If you need to
respond to the Question, how
IS everything, Which you will
hear a lot At a restaurant In
English. And finally what to
say when you're Ready to
finish your meal and make the
payment. So let's get started
right away with That first step
of asking for a table Or
making a reservation. Of
Course, most of the time,
These days we do it online,
which Takes away that
pressure and anxiety, But
there are still some restaurants



That prefer or even require
Reservations to be made by
phone. So when that Is your
situation, Here are a few ways
to make Your reservation.
First, When you make that
phone call, You can simply
state your wish. I'd like to
book a table for three, Or I'd
like to book a table for three
people. A common alternative
IS | would like to reserve a
table for three when making a
reservation. If you want to
make It just a bit more polite,
you could turn it into a polite
request with may | book a
table for three, or could |



make a reservation for three
In those last two examples,
did you notice that | used
modals? | used may and
could. Modals are those
words such as may, could,
would, should, and might
when we use modals, we
automatically increase the
level of formality and
politeness in our speech. After
the reservation has been
made, and you first arrive at
the restaurant, you may
wonder what exactly you
should say after arriving and
how to ask about your
reservation. And it's very



simple. First, we always start
with a greeting because that is
a form of politeness. And then
you can ask about the
reservation. Here's how to do
that. Hello? | have a
reservation under Annemarie
Fowler, or hi, | have a table
booked under Annemarie
Fowler. Pay attention to the
collocations I'm using here
and the preposition under to
have a reservation under the
name of Annemarie Fowler,
or to have a table booked
under someone's name. Now,
If you arrive at a restaurant
and you've not made a



reservation In advance, you
can follow a similar structure,
start with a greeting, and then
simply ask if there's a table
avallable, for example. Hi, do
you have any tables free at the
moment or hello, are there
any tables available for three
right now? Once you're at
your table and start to review
the menu, you may have some
questions you'd like to ask
about the menu, or you may
even want to ask about some
recommendations in this
section. We're also going to
highlight some examples of
contractions. We use



contractions are used In
everyday conversation In
English. They make our
speech sound more natural.
So | want you to pay attention
to how | ask some of these
questions and listen carefully.
For those examples of
contractions. First, let's look
at three different ways. We
can ask for a recommendation
or maybe find out what's
popular at the restaurant or
whether they have any
specials. Number one, what
are today's specials? What are
today's specials? Listen
carefully to how I'm saying,




what are today's specials?
What are, what are today's
specials? Do you notice that
those two words, what are, are
blended. They're contracted.
What are today's specials?
What are today's specials? A
second question you can ask
IS what do you recommend?
This Is a perfect question to
ask If the chef is particularly
well known, or If you want to
discover something that this
restaurant i1s well-known for.
And a third question you can
ask to find out what's popular
or recommended Is, do you
have any house specials



again? How special Is
something that the chef or
restaurant Is particularly well
known for? In addition to
asking for recommendations,
It's also very common to ask
what Is included with an item
when you're ready to order,
for example, does this burger
come with a side of fries or
does this salmon come with a
side of vegetables? Does this
come with a salad on the
side? Anything that comes
with the main item on the
menu IS considered a side or a
side dish. And of course, just
like asking about a side dish,



you might also want to know
how a particular dishes made
or what ingredients are in It.
And you can ask in two
simple ways, first you could
ask what's In, what's in the
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two, what's the lemon
made with. And notice again,
here that I'm using a
contraction. I'm not saying
what Is the lemon mousse
made with? I'm using what's
what's the lemon mousse
made with? Once you've had
all your questions answered,
It's time to order, and we have

N the
number

MOUSSE



multiple ways to order from a
restaurant in English in this
section. Again, | want you to
pay attention to what you hear
me say, because again, I'll be
using some contractions or
examples of blended speech.
Here are four ways. English
speakers, often order at a
restaurant first may have, uh,
may | have a burger, please
listen carefully to how I say
have, uh, may have, uh, may
have, uh, may have a burger.
I'd like, uh, | like, uh, I'd like
a salad. I'll have, uh, I'll have
a salad. And could I get the,
could | get the salmon? If



you're at a more casual
restaurant you can also use,
can | get, uh, can | get a
burger listen carefully to the
pronunciation? Can | get, uh,
can | get a burger or I'll get,
I'll get the salmon when
you're ordering. You might
also want something extra on
the side. We're going to go
back to the same language we
used. When asking about
what comes with an item, for
example, you might say I'd
like the salmon with a salad
on the side, or I'd like a salad
with the dressing on the side.
I'd like a burger with a side of



fries. And when you would
like to order one thing In
place of another, or to
substitute another, you can
simply, can | substitute a
salad for the fries? What
you're asking is can | have a
side salad instead of the fries?
Here's another example. Can |
substitute a side of vegetables
for the fries? Here's another
way to say It. Can | substitute
the fries with a side of
vegetables? Again, your
preference Is to have a side of
vegetables. Okay. So we've
covered making a reservation,
arriving at the restaurant,




Inquiring about the menu and
ordering. There are just a few
things left to cover. We want
to talk about expressing
frustration or making a
complaint. If it's necessary,
how to respond to the
common guestion, how IS
everything? And then finally
what to say when you're ready
to finish the meal and make
your payment. So let's talk
about what to say when things
go wrong, maybe your food
arrives late, or It's not
prepared the way you
expected. How do you
express that frustration? We're




going to focus on two
common scenarios. First,
what to say, when something
Isn't prepared, the way you
expected, and maybe you'd
like to get it remade or order
something else. And the
second scenario Is what to say
when you've been waiting an
extra long time for your food.
So first what to say and how
to ask for something to be
remade, you can start with a
simple and polite, excuse me.
Excuse me. This dish isn't
prepared the way | expected it
to be. Could I have It remade?
Or could | order something




different when you use that
request? It's very likely that
someone will ask you what
exactly doesn't meet your
expectations. So you want to
be prepared to talk about the
fact that maybe there's a spice
In the dish that you weren't
prepared for, or maybe the
meal wasn't cooked the way
you anticipated. And it's just
not what you want. So you'd
like to have It remade or order
something different. Here's
another example, excuse me. |
asked for no cilantro in this
dish, but there's a lot In my
food. Could | have It remade.




And now scenario number
two, If you've been waiting a
particularly long time for your
food, here's a very simple way
to express that frustration and
ask when you can expect It to
arrive, excuse me, we ordered
our food sometime ago, or we
ordered our drinks sometime

ago. Will the food be much

longer or will it be much
longer? Although it doesn't
happen often from time to
time, you may wait so long
for your food that you no
longer have time to stay at the
restaurant and enjoy It. Maybe
you're just on a quick lunch



break and you have a meeting
to get to, or maybe you're
going to a movie after dinner.
So you're pressed for time. In
that situation, you can ask for
your food to go. For example,
excuse me. I'm running late.
Have to get to a meeting.
Could | get my food to go
Instead? Or could | get
everything packaged to go
Instead? And now let's move
on to how to respond to the
most common guestion.
You're going to hear at a
restaurant and you will hear It
multiple times at a restaurant,
particularly in the United



States, you will hear how Is
everything, how Is everything
you will hear at least two or
three times throughout your
meal? And when you do,
here's what you can say.
Everything's delicious. Thank
you. Everything's great.
Thanks. We're enjoying our
meal. Thank you. It's great.
Thanks. Now, In addition to
hearing, how Is everything
you might also hear how's
everything tasting or are you
happy with your meal? You
might also wonder why you'll
hear this question so many
times. And for us, it's simply




a form of politeness at a
restaurant. They want to make
sure that you're satisfied and
they will ask you multiple
times to make sure that you

are, when you hear those

guestions. There are also
opportune moments to request
something else. Maybe you'd
like a substitute or something
on the side. Maybe you'd like
another drink. Those are
perfect opportunities to ask
for that. And finally, to finish
our lesson on 41 common
phrases and collocations to
use at a restaurant in English.
Let's talk about what to say




when you've finished your
meal and you're ready to pay
first. If you're in the United
States, It's very likely that you
will not be able to finish all of
your dinner or your lunch.
The portions here are
particularly large. So you
might want to ask for
something to go. If you can't
eat everything, you'll have
some leftovers and you can
ask, could | box up the
leftovers or could | get the
rest to go? And when you're
ready to pay, you can ask,
may | get the check please?
Or may | get the bill, please?




Could we get the check?
Please notice I'm going back
to using those modals may
and could to make a polite
request. If you're having lunch
or dinner with multiple
people, and everyone wants to
pay separately. When you're
asking for the check, you
could also ask for it to be
made separate. For example,
we'd like separate bills please.
Or could we get separate
checks and a more casual way
to ask this is, could we split
the check? Could we split the
bill? And lastly, once you've
paid the bill, if you do it by



credit or debit card, you can
easily include the tip on the
receipt, sign your name and
you're finished. However, If
you pay with cash, you can
leave money on the table and
to let the staff know that it's a
tip, you can simply say, keep
the change. And with that,
you have everything you need
to know to successfully go to
a restaurant and order In
English without any anxiety
or fear. | absolutely
recommend that you select a
few key phrases that are most
useful to you and practice
saying them multiple times. If




you've been following me for
awhile, you know, that the
key to remembering
vocabulary and feeling
comfortable with it Is
repetitive practice. So let's
talk a little bit about some of
the key phrases that you want
to remember.
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